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At k t)rm Wh^fl Mt QxL&^M is Ahtsni ta 
h6 d&6id6d, ttrbi6b itivdlVes ih& vital Int^^dti 
6f £he' Emt^Jre ; arid vtrheri £(d6ft cDnti'adictoiy 
and ltrde*atot Re^fe^entotiotis cff it dte iil 
genfiif^ di'dalatidtl ; t eotiC^eiVed 1 liriighi: 
f^iidef ddtfie as^is^tunce Ui sdcb df my coitntryr 
tatA ^hcr ^re not D&ucfa acquainted With tbii 
dhctfi^iOn, in fermidg' a raltidnat 6|iinion dpoti 
\tf by t)f^sefi!iting tbem with a plaiti nnsopfais- 
ticat^d i^unlitiary 6f those reason:^ which bav^ 
itkdi^ded ttii to fbriti my own. Unknown to 
tho^e in pow^r, as wdt ad to their pridcipat 
i^dlitica! riviils ; Uninfluenced and unawed by 
tty oihet cdttsideffttioQ than a desire that th4f 
l^habifatitS df my dative Cotkntj should alt 
K4Vfe ah op|>9ttunity of exercising Ibeir ownt 
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honest judgment on this momentous Question; 
the only apology I have to ofTer for presuming 
to obtrude my sentiments on their attentioci^ 
is the same regard for the general welfare^ and 
for the respectability of the public opinion of 

THE County of Montgomery, which has 

induced me to dedicate my life, gratuitously, 
and almost exclusively i to its service^ 

I shall not occupy their time^ or insult their 
understandings, with animadversions on those 
absurd cries^ that * degrading invective, or ' 
party intrigue, which have so much obstructed 
the unpr^udieed consideration of this great 
national Question, with the exception of one 
impropriety, which meets us , in the very 
threshold of the argument ; and that is, the 

phrase of ^' Catholt€ Emancipation/'— 

The assumption of the. imposing appellation 
of "Catholic," by. any particular church, I 
shall pass over; but must protect against the 
use of the term "Emancipation," in this stage 
of the argument, as being tlie cor-relative qf 
Slavery; and, connected vyith th? epithet 
Catholic,, as implying the. most detestable 
species of islav<^ry,— that of. the Consicieuce; 
it not only assumes the point to be proved^ 
but places the opponents of that measure in 
the most unfair and invidious light : ,1 have, 

therefore. 



therefore, rejected a^ title foiindod on so 

palpable a violation of the rules^ of liberal 

disctission, and substituted the more legitimate / /' ^. 

one of **The Civil nisqualification of Papists." / ^ ^^^i^ ^ -^ 

I now proceed^ state those fundamental * 
principles in which these disqualifications 
originated, and on which their Justification 
must depend. 

Let us suppose the Representatives of a 
People invested with full powers to iovta a 
Constitution for the common good 3 some 
restraints on individuals and classes of indi- 
Viduals must necessarily arise, without any 
infraction of civil liberty j " which i^ no other 
^* than natural liberty, so far restrairied by 
'' hamah laws (and no farther) as is necessary 

and expedient for the general advantage of 

society." Conceive the civil government to 
be formed \ what class of religionists could 
now step forward and demand admission to 
office as a matter of Right ? It is obvious that 
none could support such a claim, ^'for the 
"disposal, of offices* is a matter of favour and 
^' discretion.'* Let us next suppose that the 
Legislature should be convinced, that tl)e 
excellent precepts and awful sanctions of 
Christ'js religion, are pre-eminently calculated 
to promote social peace and order; that they 
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^dd vast strength aqd extent lo the w^ik t^fid 

^eieptive prov^sipns of buipan imstitiHions ^ 

jiQj, th^t tbf? stability of gpv^rnmept m 9 

, great papwqrie depppd3 uppij thw; it the* 

V^<^-^ |>ecp^i,es the duty of fhpt J^gi^j^tHre I9 pro- 

/ jnple the propjigatipn of religious tfnth by 

^^ose wea^s wh|cb sh^U ^p^^9if i»Wt CftOr 

ducive to the attainment of the^i^ importonl^ 

^nds ; and if, yppp a clue cpmparisop pf the 

^vantages apd disadvantages pf tfee diflferprtt 

jnocjes of prop^gfttii»g sucji tr^tl^s^ it phflttld 

appear th»t this i§ more l}?f^ly to b? ^flGpfite^ 

^)y supporting ppe njodp in preference tq tfr^ 

rest J it js alsQ tbp duty pf ^l^^ I^gi^lfttpjr^e Ut 

est[ablish tl^t sysilpni of rdigipqif Wprf fajp^i on 

the par^mppnt prwpiplp of t|»e ^awwoa 

gpod i t>y which apt it ^eppmies an itnp^t(tnt 

branch of the Civil Instituticfn^ qf the ^taff. ■.- 

Tt^e tri(e, but sQperficjal p][taerv$ttipn, tbf(( 

pvery es^blisbipciit gh9^^14 ?tWi* pr f«U by itt 

own iptrinpic p^eritp, M^ays ^ pb^Wpw ipsight 

ipto liie natpn^ pf maq, e^pepi|Wy pf rf^igiWIf 

jnan 5 gs i^ f9u§( ]jg pfevjpii/i tp §Vfirj PR* «ha 

D)« rop9t salntwy (^iv)V priyilegei ^onfiffKii 
ftp my out «lww of ibe c^flowHpi^* »h^ 
»efl«s^Jy expite the jealpwy of th»^ pertiiw i 

in 



^-r ^. be ext^nde^ to the iitiojo^t liwiit $bp^t /of 
tbeocrapy, jt iv»s nqc^w^ry tP ^rw% #»cfe 

Strang barrii8^^ against |^$ «ncrpM)im«»te of 

(ve»tb««ism s jf C1vv\mU;y Itfi^f^ 4wiOg the 

lifepf jltf; dirii^ Autbpr, e^p^rifo^od «» «i»ph 

ppK)9itipn fro¥i tbf^ pfejqdU;^^ And je^lo^^ies 
of^ J^ws s wbf^t hostilUy h»th nM tbe iM9t 
p^r|a^4ifiKMVI.iE38t44lftblPQ^^ t» «vp«Cli frpm 

$b»t div;er{iity 9f oivU «od ?^ligiom 4e»tiio^t 
\9hi9h fQrmn .(b« mP9t (wiomt ffla(w# ito ib<» 

efforts which are. daily mode to vBify andi 
pi5p#r$§ tb^ NAiionAl iB^ligioiiy wHI suggest 
tbp bflfl* mamer to ihin interrogatory. Weret 
ind^sds «bf E9t«blilhlAl^«t it saUod by no other 
vv6fiipon« t^iw tbosei «f yeraci^ Md candour^ 
Ui^ po^iUon would be ^^uat $ thdn it edvtidnly 
OVgbl to Atud or fill! by its own intrinsic 
PM&iHp » but tbe reverse being tbe lsict> ihi% /< 
like many other theoretical assertions whioh 
hfi^vfi ^Uised M mmh misohiftf ia the present 
dfty» is ^^ specylatively rigbt, b»t practf ioally 
^ ivroiig*'' It ifi^as Locke obserres^ ^' reatoi»- 
^^ ing right from vf ong principtes.'^ From tiie 
mry etrcumfitaoeey tbeFefoie^ of its faeiog 
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established, some defence, in addition to k,^ 
own lutriDsic merit's, however great, becomes 
necessary to protect the Established Church 
against the unrenlitting and insidious attacks 
of its Numerous enemies; " and if the hegis- 
^ latare can better effect this salutary purpose^ 
•' by admitting none but its genuine members 
"^ to offices of trust and emolument, it is cer- 
^* tainly at liberty so to do ; the disposal of 
^* offices being matter of favour and discretion." 
I shall, therefore, consider admissibility to 
office solely as ai question of constitutional 
expediency^ and not of right, christian chari^, 
or any other principle equally iri'eievant to 
suclra political discussion. ' 
^ Now, in order to estimate that expediency, 
I shall, in the first place, take a cursory vievv 
of the ciiril and religious Constitution under 
which we live ; of their intimate connexion ; 
^ith the probable consequences of a dissolu- 
tion of that connexion ;' we shall then be 
enabled to appreciate the value of '* what we 
'have. to lose." ♦ 

. When the dawn of literature began to 
enlighten the political horizon, our foreiathers 
-discovered their degraded state, and shook off 
tthose chains, in which they had been bound 
for so many ages ; and which, notwithstanding 

' the 
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the spirited resistance of a few of our men* 
tirctis, prior to the Reformation^ presents such 
n gloomy scene of mental -^^gradation and 
sAcerdotal tyrslnny, as every- friend Of religTous 
liberty must contemplate with dismay. The 
period at length .ardved,, when, the caprice 
iGif one of our kings; co-operatinjg 'with thfe 
scandalous practices of the Church of Rome, 
the efforts of the first Reformers^ and other 
concurring political occurrences on the Con'- 
tinehtj it pleased Divine Providence to' release 
this nation from its spiritual bondage^ and to 
found a belter order of things on the enlight- 
ened principles of Protestantism^ and a juster 
i'egardio the Rights of Gottscience ; yet our 
Vihcest<irs did not deem it either wise or 
prudent entirely to abolish the existing 
System; but, divesting it of wi)at was un- 
scriptural and superstitious, and substituting 
what was more unexceptionable, they framed 
that Ecclesiastical Constitution^ which soon 
attained its present perfection. THE LITUR- 
GY OF THE Church of England, equally 

remote from Fanaticism and Superstition, 
contains every thing which a Man, a Christ^ 
ian, and a Briton, ought to pray for^ expressed 
in latiguage so devout and scriptural, as to 

defy all competition. The Form of Church 
- ^ Government, 
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tyPypRUMW^T. .c«npistjng of » tril>1e Qftlfir (rf 
Wf^IroliK^t^ liiioi|}tet!9,..o9rre9poiMiiing tQ th« 
pivjl .griKl«i>(ioQ a4q[)(«d by tim Coqs(Ua|ipq, 

M «(j[^)y fifl^wlatfi tq ff f V»in the «i»;ew of 

fq^pts of ftrbjtrvy pow^fi whilst it mlrnUii of 
l^i^^iQp tfl lUU ifl $P^» »t.w e^celH»4y 

^4f^^d (0 pradnse^l^ tlio#« a4ywt»ge9 wbioh 
»r$ prppoM tig^ ft rfligipw B4t»biisl»«)ent« w4 
3¥h\fUt nwieir a Coneti^qtkw like o^r owp* 

«Q|i)4 nat Ixi 9l(«in^ lo^ #^7 Qtl^er nMWMK 

CWQh JVi it8 Vfim u 4 religious iq^titntien. 
. jQh( ttwt ;E;«(iaNi«h«4 Seligiofi bf^om^ fMtt 

PfliP? iRterwtwg to «g, froin. tl)«( vi^«iolvbl« 
«999fyt9n wil^ (onf iJivil lQfltim(ioo|-.wlu(^ 
{K> pc^ijtiofj fdphfiiDy OW iispnite, Prior ^ 
tM glpriov^ Wr«a Vb«9 oiir Hlf^rtifS vm^ 

4 

HO l#»ger left to .{lanbtftU iof^repce^, ^op| 

«UU m9r4 donJ^ul ioti^rpFetatipq^ of (^9 W> 

9S9fefp unci itMitiitf t^nnx .^v^r fr^gin tik^ 
t^'viA tiffiqd, i9«ie}} of our jftripi^it4en99 h^ 
iN«o.foiiAil«4 on ec<4«»i9ftio«i cooii4tr^P49i 
,tl)« oiworou^ praviMoni. fer. tlia Ffg^ilstj^ 
494 99|iport of Ihe Niikt}QE»l HelJsioa* 49 
tl»i^p»f^ly«§ co«H^a$« s odn$i4»r«i))^ , $iw-|A«p 
<9f ^ur 09^0; tbf! t9nor9 oyf aA iofun^it^p 
if§?feplc| property. i»t o% of tbe elergy to* 

• of 
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x)f ^he laity f 49pei»4s «poq tJJW fouo^^tigm, 

fre^faaW pwpertjr spBjfW^^t }«44 «SCfN^, \9i|t 
the HPJ^n v/l^vl^ Pihfi^9 t>e|WPpn 4>ar R§U- 
gipqs IpjstidatJpRK witj t|t^ iltfgifilfM^iVfl llr«06h 
p/ l^hi^ Cp.pstit»|t.ii^q, is pf U^? tiig^Mi^t imppn»- 
f^Qpe ^ }{: i.s, jp4e^ l^e Jsi^y.^topQ wU^I^ U^lcb 

4i4 BQt, w is Oft^A wwidiwsly ipi^«4^d, 
W;^iwtQ ip ft prJJMfiplp pf ^?onn(iM» or 
jpYi(!»QH» «|»lW9P ; N« I U IfspJM fifOH» a 
JBst Ap(| |«liitic regard W tf» frwdflW >ncl 
jbtappipp^ <Qf *||. Nfitlier v<w t^ the pff^ring 
<9f sp^cflMve >hfipry, bq( pf tl|f liptRgl 
PP{^re$fifOQ fitf quF ^ri?^h9Rit V)l9> W tW 
Spijrnpd froro tb«m t^ ^hain* pf fftPfltitMHi 
m^ Sppersjitiap, vifs^y 1»0IW4 up, }»y «bis 

PT^cwtippfry.py«teu^, ^bpw h»ndi by sphicli 
}\\^y hfid ji)^^ pp«lav#d, Sp 4«eply were tkfy 
ipipr^^ vit^ ^rrpr:4t ^be PMoWidiw of 
1^ pa9t» iipd in^h appN^nm £>r th? future, 

J^t tljey r«splvf)d tp r^trfua «v«y piei*»OB ni 
<be re?J«P, frpw tbf. wyereigp Q« th* tbrone 
ijpwp tP the PKituie^ pf tJ^« p^plp* from, 
figain 3u|;y4«:ti(ig w ^^tbw ignoipipi9«9 yoke^ 
Tljp grand 9pqf$$ ^f t}t9SQ pprMcutioiis 
Wljiql^ thp p^e of Wptpfy rfddfps wUh 
»%rrf{tipg, W9S tim ip(8«t.ing«i8h»ble;; li^l ^f 

dominion. 
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dominiorr^ which springs as tiatu rally from 

Ihe principles of the Ghurch of Rome, as 

Yruit from a tree. At the ever to be venerated 

period of THE REFORMATION^ this nation 

' was delivered from her gloomy sway ; then, 

•** the usurped power of the Pope was for ever 

'' routed and destroyed, aH his connexions with 

" this island were cut off;' the Crown was 

•* restored to its Supremacy oVer Spiritual Men 

" and Causes, which it enjoyed in the time of 

^'* our Saxon Ancestors^ and the Patronage of 

'" Bishoprics was once more vested in THE 

' •' King/' By the Act of Supremacy, our 

ancestors laid the axe to the root of that 
baleful tree, they blotted out from the con- 
stitutional code, that dangerous and pre- 
posterous political anomaly, A FOREIGN 
Imperium m iMPERiOs and, with a resolu- 
tion and independence becoming Britons^ 
declared, that «« No Foreign Prince, Prelate, ' 
" State, or POTENTATE, hath, or ought to have, 
'^^ any Jurisdiction, Power, Superiority, Pre- 
eminence,- or Authority, iecclesiastical or 
spiritual, within this Realm;" which law 
constitutes the foundation of our preserrt 

Protestant Constitution. During the 

short reign of Edward thfe Sixth, who m^s 

tnfly a nursing father to the Church, the 

, • ' ' good 
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goo<l cause appeared to flourish j but in a few 
years, notwithstanding the fair professions of 
Mary, the flames of persecution broke out 
again, with increased fury ; in the reign of 
Elizabeth they were nearly, extinguished -, but 
in that of her successor, Janies the Firs^, 
somewhat of the old leaven made its appear- 
ance in the JuRE DlVlNO doctrine of that 
day; which high notion of Divine Right, 
conspiring with, or perhaps prodqcing corresr 
ponding nptions of Civil Authority in Charles 
.the First, was the means of enabling a set of 
hypocritical pretenders to religion, to demolish 
the Church, overturn the Civil Constitution, 
and bring that well-ijitentioned but mistaken 
Monarch to the block. 

The reformers of that day were now on 
tiptoe for the sera of civil and religious 
regeneration, for unbounded toleration, and 
perfect equality; but, behold! to their utter 
amazement, a Light (not from above) suddenly 
shone upon Oliver, by which he clea-rly dis- 
cerned, that as all power was given to his electa 
H would ,be nn abomination to divide it with 
publicans and sinners. So low did his mean 
and contracted soul descend, as to subject 
(iny person to a year's imprisonment for 
psing a coramon^prayer book, not only in a 

place 
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piSuib 6f piibli<^ W6Mhip» but also ib a pritate 
feffiiJy. Sdeh Was (he toleration whidh the 
Chufch o^ England experienced frdnl an 
dpp($site d^s(^ripti<>n of hei- eneihieiT,— th6 
Spirfttfd LevaUn 6t ihat diy. Hut th6 
^^tifin iiboA gf€W tifed 6^ this iragi-comic 
stdt€ (>r things; and to gdarcl against i i^eur- 
fetice of duch a gfotesque and tyrannical 
^^ettAse 6t d^lritnal licentiottshess, soon after 
'' f flJE ftfiSf OftATlOi* of ChaMes the Secbhd," 
Tttfi <2<><iP(JRAtlON arid TsSf Acts* were 
jpassed, hy which, persons of these fanatical 
principles Were excluded froni Situations, in 
\vhicn they might be tempted to renew their 
6id practices. The nation had now run into 
the opposite extreme, and there seemed to be 
less occasion th^ti ever for tbose strong laws 
which had bdea enacted against l^opery ; but 
the fallacy of so hasty a conclusion soon 
h^titfi^ Evident; on th^ ACcJession of J^lti^^ 
tii^ S^c6ikl, it appeared tfiM the t^apal tAdtk 
\vAs hot dead, but had b^eh sleeping. This 
b'r^O'tted send faithless fn66Arch con^thend^ 
hijj reigo by *^ A OfCtARAtldN OP lNt)tJI> 
** Ct^Ct,*' in which he pfofdsses, thftt all 
tesli'aint& upon feligioA tv6re t6iiit^ty to th^ 
fights of con&cieiilce i (hat they d6t)fiV^a him 
bfthft united sferVice^ 6( alt th^ clteseid o( hid 

subjects^ 
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the VCiy tt«t year, Mieltiptfeg Uj fli! ihe 
hi^b«M 6^^Ss k the Mattf ixdusivd^r with 
tila «&iholid ist-«atui>««, ftf this Tiolsttion of the 
f\biidAiti«dt&l (/titi6iplei!t of tb6 I'MtestSttt 
Oofistitiiitioi!!^ hi fyHtittd ih6 ttomt of ihttfi 
kitfgfldiMs^ 

Tli« people, 80 often hhttSiA by tfvb haA 
Mlh Of Pdpbh MoAafdhd, fOUhd it hi^h fito^" 

to lake sttodgcfr meMUt-^i^, fof itii vttntity of 

their Religious Liberties j, th^ Itccorditigfjr' 
^setitM t* hid stftc^ii^ th« faiAons " BiLL 
** OF RidMlTd/' cbdtdiniiig th<; kkpreajt coil- 
clitiolUf ak Whk!b thiiy *rere to r6ign over 

thcM J tttid th« staitrfe trhlch tiofifinfts that 
bffli stipakites, fhot ihe kiAgb and OdfeMs of 
Engliuid tfhair decl^M (hd pfiniiptif Tenefat d" 
the Church o^ ^oth^ (a hi supe^titiotis and 

kl«lalt«dBi By " ffiE Aet O^ SJEttLEMENt ," 
the crown is tetuldiy forfeitol^ apd the subject 
rotoa«Eid from hii dtegianoe^ shotild iho Sovo-- 
reign b« at itay tjtn« recohdled <o the See of 
Boine^ ftytbdAtt of Union of Scotland 
Ydth SSa^aiid, lie engages to preserve THE 

Ghurch of England, IfklaNd, and Wales. 
At «h^ ftagudi e*eniony of TftE CoaaNA- 
TION, t^ SdbMance of th^se! constitutional 
MgagMkentd to maintaiii the £st^)ltshed 

Religioa 
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Religion is ratified by a most solemn oatfa# 
administered, to the Sovereign by one of tlie. 
archbishops or bishojis of the realm, in the 
presence of the assembled nation. Much 
more might be advanced to shew the intimate 
union which subsists between our Civil and 

J 

Religious Institutions, or rather that they form 

ONE jtiXED Constitution, so amalgamated 

in ?(s essential principles, that any attempt to 
dissolve them must terminate in the destroc- 
tion of the whole. 

And. should this matchless fiibric, reared by 
the sage experience^ and cemented by the 
best blood of our forefathers, by .me^ns of 
rash and radical mnovation be levelled with 
the dust; what wonld be the miserable prp* 
spect of those who might be unfortunate 
enough to survive the wreck ? Instead of 
that rnlM and tolerant religion vyhich we 
now possess, .in this Age of Philosophy and 
Irreligion, they might witness the short, but 
i^anguinary Keign of ^theism and Terrof ; 
they might again submit their necks to the 
galling and ignominious yoke of a Popish 
Hierarchy,^, which it w^ould be the obvious 
interest of the Continental Despot to iropo9e 
iipon a brave and independent people; they 
lyiight possibly 8gain be compelled to Burn 

theic 
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their pMjrer-bookd^ is in the intolemnt Reign 
of Fanattcistn; or the very best Religious 
System they could expect^ would be that 
contentious one which now torments American 
Instead of the Liberty, Security, and Order, 
with which we now are blessed» they might 
see the Senate and the Council filled with' 
nnprincipled Atheists, Sectarian Zealots^ and 
Political Adventurers^ each struggling td 
erect their own party on the ruin of the rest ; 
they would see the land over-run by pluni 
ing Levellers, laid waste, and drenchedjfits 
best blood i till, at length, exhaustedfof ita 
native energy, it would, as heretofore, fall an 
easy prey to some domestic chief; or, v^hat . 
is now more probable^ thus divided, her 
liberty and independence would expire to« 
gether in the iron grasp of our inveterate foe* 

Such is the inestimable value of the con* 
stitutional blessings which we have to lose; 
such the dreadful consequences that would 
attend the loss of them. 

Let us next inquire what are the advantages: 
for which it is said these blessings are to be. 
risked? the nature and amount of those 
grievances, which are alleged to be an ade^ 
quate consideration to induce us to hazard so 
desperate* an experiment - 

B Our 
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Our Catholic bratbren assert,- in the fini 
place^ that contributing^ as they do» to the 
burtheps of the state^ they have a right to 
be admitted to all its honoars, offices^ and 
emolu^ients. 

Secondly, That, in consequence of their 
exclu^n, their exertions are paralyzed^ and 
the country deprived of a considerable portion 
of their service. 

Thirdly^ That they are treated as disloyal^ 
and as a cast unworthy of trust : and. 

Fourthly, That they are ready to give eveiy 
assurance, oouHtstent with their religion,- of 
their attachment to the Constitution* 

Such I conceive to be a candid and sub* 
stantial statement of their complaints; and 
shall now proceed to investigate them. 

When considered solely yvith a reference 
to individuals, these restraints^ like all other 
exclusive provisions, must be admitted to 
operate as hardships of an invidious kind; 
and could they be removed with safety to the 
fundamental and essential principles. of that 
Constitution which I have described^ none 
would more sincerely r^oice than myself* 
But they appear to me, for reasons which I 
shall shortly state, to come so completely 
under that description of civil restraints which 

arise 
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fi!rhe out of the paraoiovat i[K>ii8ide^atiOD of 
the public good^ that I conceive them to be 
perfectly justifiable on that ground. It is 
easy for the pompous and ambitious declaim- 
ers of the day^ to select any civil restraint^ 
however salutary, and to blazon it to their 
political echoes, or the admiring herd, as so 
much oppression, as a violation of their most 
sacred rights^ &c« and by such unprincipled 
arts to ride into ^ power upon the shoulders of 
their dupes* But divesting this subject of all 
ihose sdfish and party coosideratiohs which 
are more calculated to inflame than enlighten, 
let us candidly endeavour to ascertain the real 
nature and actual extent of those grievances 
ivhich are put in the scale against "the safety 
of the Constitution. 

They are stated to affect four^fifths of the 
population of Ireland, and one- fourth of the 
population of the United Kingdom; this 
certainly gives them a most interesting ap« 
pearance^ and -makes us anxious to inquire 
to what real extent, and for what politicd 
Reasons so great a portion of the coinmunity 
are subjected to such restrictions. 

Now the golden apples of discord appear to 
be Seats in Parliament, the high and lucrative 
offices of Minister, Chancellor, Judge, &c. or 

B 2 the 
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th^ ranks of Adtwkui^ GenefBl, or Tidtd^ 
Marshal, &c« ** H4ic melji siMit/^ most 
desirable objects, oertaiDly, on which the 
X4EADEft$ of all classes, sects, ainl persuasions 
must aaiurally gaze ^^ith wishful eye$} tho 
liSiiDERS, I say, for. that the persons led bjr 
them, viz* the peasantry/ the tenantry, or 
eten the middle rank feel thanselfes .prap* 
tically aggrieved by eaurlusion from such 
exalted situations, or even from the few 
Inferior ones more within Ibeijr q^bere^^ 
^ credat JndiHis^'' The prindf^l landr 
owners in Ireland being t^rottstants, a large 
proportion of the Irish people must conscf 
quently coine under tboae classes on wbMi 
ibese restrictions can hare merely a npminat 
operation ; and^ notwithstanding all the a?t«^ 
^foreign and domestic agitators, lam. weA 
informed that the great mass of that p^ple, 
4o not uke that mterent iu a C^estion which 
JO little concerns theooy as their more inter^ 
^tf^ partisans woukl have ns believe. 

Jn the last Iridi Rebellion, the cry was not 
Sot this or that office > not for a part of the 
Government, but for tb^ whole ^ for CsrtHOU^ 
Supremacy, a Catholic, and nothing bat a 
Caiboli^ Government;, whilst the No-Retifion 
H^bsls threw up tbekr cai>s for a dissnlntioa 






SI 

of Britifib Connexion^ for Liberty^ Equality^ 
and Plunder. It is, therefore^ evident to me^ 
that excIttsioQ from office is not the grievance 
4f the '^ ntany,'' and tbat instead of operating 
as an . intolerable oppression 4m feur-fiftbs of 
ilie Ldsh nation, it affects comparatively ak 
incon$ideriib)e rnimber. CoDftning, iherrfofe^ 
tlie iStoestibti to its prefer limits, to those 
irboee rank, talents^ and oonseqtience ma/ 
qualify ibeaa for these bigb offices^ I proce^ 
to esamine tiie grounds on wbicii they allegi 
themselres to be aggf ieved^ 

And Firsts If the Right which th^ claiik 
to office be at all obnoected With religious 
considerations, I thiiik it iias been ctear^ 
sheivn that ko such dg^ existsb If, as is 
tnore feasibly stated, such rigliC be claiofied 
on the ground of contr (bating to the conimoa 
burthens of the state, let us ask, what are 
the otjects for which such contributions are 
liinderstood to be paid;? Are they not th/e 
protection of our persons and properties froni 
tbreign and domestic aggression^ and the pre* 
ssDTvation of oiir civil and religions liberties ? 
How many millions of Protestants contribute 
to these burthens as well as the Catbolicsu 
^ho must, for cohslitufional considerations, 
%t content to be excluded from various 

B3 office$^ 
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offices, and are content ? Is not one of the 
lpo8t nomeroos aod enlightened classes of the 
community, many of whom are considerable 
land-owners, viz. the Clergy of the National 
Church, excluded entirely from one House of 
Parliament, and to a great degree from the 
other? S^U they murmur not; being duly 
sensible that these restraints, which operate 
partially against them, arise from a paramount 
regard to the common good. The f^ct is, 
that contribution to the burthens of the state 
IS a consideration for other advantages than 
those^ of offic'e; the contrary position is rather 
the result of jealousy and irritation^ than of 
sober rejasoning or good sense. 

Secondly, They allege that their ^exertions 
are paralyzed, and the country deprived of 
^their services to a considerable degree. 

It is admitted that the country may sustain 
3orae loss on this account ; but even were a 
Pitt or a Fox, a Nelson or a Wellington to be 
found amongst them,-— must the Constitution, 
therefore, be endangered, or possibly sacrificed 
to such casual circumstances? Even such 
services would be too dearly purchased 
with a pearl of such inestimable value. 
iPut how does it appear that their exertions 
are thus paralyzed? Do not thp. Fie]^ 

of 
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of Talavera* and Salamanca ; do not the 

East and the West, the North and the South, 
present us with a splendid testimony of the 
reverse ? If, in this hour of national trial, a 
few do with-hold their services from oiir 
coantiy; the value of such services cannot 
be a matter of much regret. 

Thirdly, They complain that they are 
treated as a cast, disloyal and unworthy of 
trust. ' 

On the contrary, the bravery which the 
Irish have displayed against the common foe^ 
is the theme of national praise. These 
restraints are by no means^ aimed at the 
generouis, uninfluenced character of our Sister 
Island^ for that is uiiquesdoned, and unques« 
tionaUe; their real object is ttial envious 
and Jesuitical spirit, those seditious nsachina- 
tions' of a fev^, which j operating upon their 
frank and unsuspecting minds, have so often 
led them astray, for a moment, from those 
loyal paths, from which, if left to their own 
unbiassed sense of duty, they would never 
have swerved. It is not the soil of Irelaud» 
but the pestiferous region of the PONTINE 

B 4 Marsh, 
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Af ARSHt that prodoces that yiper> which halh 
so often stung the generous bosom th«t 
protects it» 

We have now seen the real nature and 
actual pressure of these grievafice^ S^ and 
such, I am confident, will appear less thaa 
the dust of the baUince» when put in the scale 
against the Liberty, tlie H^ppio^^* ^i^d Inde* 
pendence of SIXTEEN MiLUONS of People, 
including the complainants themselves. 

Sensible of this, their oiost enlightened 
advocates next assert, that no dangeiv woukl 
arise froan admitting Catholics to the highest 
oiBces in the stf^te : and on this they rest the 
strepgth ol their case ; and ope more difficult 
to be defended, 9a,jtlie principle they have 
assumedi they coold not well have chosieiw 
To prove negatively that tl^e struffiles 
for supremacy would not again eps^e^ which 
internal probability, confirmed by a long 
. series of historical evidence down to neqept 
e:s:perieiicej| justly authcMrise us to. ^pecty is 
surely an arduous tas]c^ Bi^t ffnw to wy 
investigation of this position, I contend (h(it 
the Constitution pf the Country is not ^ 
subject for precarioi|s probabilities; that a 
I. stake of «uch magnitude is not to be hazarded 

. ' at all on » political chance s aufl ](l)a( sbQUld 
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even « probabilUy Uttl^ r#fnote ftom foa^r 
blility ejcisV that the venerable fabric of our 
oivil and religiput liberties wpujd be at all 
(en^Mg^edt it y^wM be madaeBs (;o attempt 
th^ ipomeqtou$» perhaps fatal experiment, 
^d tbat C9n»derable danger daen exist, is 
iiom^ed by these very advocatesj most of 
wbpnpi have proposed some kind of security 
^ninst it j which admission alone^ appears tp 
me to be a aoiaEMPient ground i^r terminating 

the! Uuestionr 

However* aathe priw^tp^l stress is laid on 
this a9$eftio9f I will proceed to inquire whitt 
would probably be th^ Jncmhatioi^ of the 
Catholi(9 whoit admitted' to these high sitn* 
jaitie«s( and l^ien, wlp^t Pqwer they wouJUl 
hmre to gr^tiff snoh Indin^iooo 

Noilr h) additip* tq that Esprit 4u Corps 
whiflh a«t|iates every associationi and espeei- 
ifS\y tdigions oi^> the history and constitution 
of ihe Chnr<^ of Udme* her canensi and the 
nnrapdaied deisreea of her councils, with all 
thote sugttinary persecutions which have 
roBuUed from tb^r enforcement, do incontro- 
vereibly attest, t^ universal spiritual domi- 
Bion is the inherent and fundamental principle 
of tiiat kiel*arGhy, and that it pervades every 
bnmeh of )m religious oode* GkHind, a» the 
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Romanists -are, hf every motive calculated to 
interest their feelings, ' fetter their Judgment, 
and silence their opinion, is it possible t6 
conceive that a principle so deeply ingrafted 
in their minds should not reign paramount 
over every civil consideration ? that they 
ahoiiid sincerely relinqui^ an atom of that 
principle in favour of a Charcfa which hath 
refuted their doctrines, exposed their super^- 
stitions, overturned their authority, and erects 
od hersdf into the bulwark of Protestantism» 
on the ruins of the Church of Rome ? The 
supposition is to the last degree incredible. < 
As it is thus evident, a priori, what 
tiheitr inclination probably would be ; so is it 
aotorious, a posteriori, that such it uoaltOTably 
lias been whetiever they have bad an oppor- 
tonity of displaying it Their whole history^ 
^rom the earliest period down to I796» indis- 
putably proves, , as their advocate Plowden 
si^s, that '^ semper eadem'^ ever was, and 
ever must be, the motto of that Chunch* 
9ut here it i& alleged, that a great chaage 
iias taken place in the Catholic mind ; that 
they' are now more enlightened and liberal 
than* formerly. In temporal matters it is 
probably the case, but that they have relio- 
^ttisbed their attachment to the principlei^ of 

their 
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their religion, and partkitildrty that predomf* 
tHinl one, the Supremacy of their Spiritual 
Head, does not so clearly appear. Much stress 
has been laid on the oath which the law re^- 
qufires of them, as some security against those 
indulgences which have been already granted 
them ; although it woiild be impious to doubt 
the sacred obligation of an oath, still, when 
we look to its practical effect on the conduct 
of mankind, we must admit that much greater 
confidence is to be placed in the observance 
of it, when it stands unconnected with those 
counter-obligations to which all national oaths 
are peculiarly subject ; that allegiance which 
(s partial, must ever be considered as excep* 
tibnable i especially when, as Tn this case, the 
reserve is made in favour of a principle in 
diriect opposition to the tenor of such oath« 
The spiritual allegiance, which the Romanists 
hold sacred above all human obligations^ 
appears from their canons and decrees, but 
particularly from the oath of their bishops, 
to be purposely left so undefined, as to make 
it difficult for.any one, not conversant in the 
logic of the conclave, to distinguish the line 
between civil and ' ecclesiastical duty. Were 
a dilemma to arisen I have no doubt but that 
Cmtar must yield to TB£ VWK : an$] in this 

conjecture 
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iJoift^eetitre I 9itn ^ eonfinntod» not only by 
numerous facts in our own bbtory ; but by 
the unprincipied disregard which considerable 
imnibirs of their own Priests shewed for this 
^Med Test of their Civil Obediebce» in the 
year 1799» and by their inflammatory exhort* 
atioiks to their flocks to fiollow their peijnred 
md r^Uious steps. Even a pledge of this 
mcred nature then, liable as it is to be Tiolated. 
itnd actually as it has been violated from 
'motives ^ ipiritnaS dominion, is not, alone» a 
*iufficieilt guarantee to the Empire, for die 
«kfety of that Constitation on which its 
Xibarty and Security dep«rld« 
- But we have actual proof* say the CatfaoKc 
isdvocates, that your iuspicions and scruples 
we groundless^ for Bonaparte employs men 
jol all religions^ and men of no religioo, 
:%ithQnt any such mconirenience to his civil 
system. Yes, where the LEX Terra is the 
:!fiat gf a Despot, and a file of musketeers its 
,«xpoundersy they may be so employed, with 
'|iierfeet safety ; ' but to institute a parallel 
^between two cases in which the agents and 
;the subjects are so utterly dissimilar, as the 
'.Satrap of an Autocrat,' and a Minister of this 
.'Free Country, betrays a want of political 
'Sagacity, not to be foimd iji Oris discussion; 
s except 
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excc3>t id a fimilfMr QbiertatioDt 9)«u ^tmtw€ 
ourselveg eqaploy Foreiga Offic^ra in tbon 
Commaiids ffpm which N^tiye jCatholicui are 
excludedt But what c*q be n^re iU^fomuded 
and invidious tbi^i wch a compariaoa ? la it 
not ohvioni, that thoi^ld apjr.fiMneigii affioet 
attempt to .if)taffere» m the flUgbteit d^ree^ 
with our civil eoncerwi it woald be comfeteoi 
for , the executive power nott only to dumiM 
him the aervioe, but the oottBtry ? tiqt ao a 
a subject, for MAGMA^CHARTib saithi ^'NuUus 
'' liber bomo imprtsooetur est extAetur,*' &c« 

li is next asked, in a tone of confi|)eiice,«««» 
Which of tbe causes whicli gave rise to these 
restraining statutes now exists ? and which 
is the form of oar ever*«var]riag Constitmion 
which does not admit of their repeal ? 

A similar question might have been pul^ 
prior to the sanguinary reigo of Mary^ to the 
deceitful and Jesuitical promise' of James the 
Second, to the subsequent rebellion in favour 
of a Catholic Successor to the CrowOy and 
with as much plausibility, but with as little 
propriety^ as at present^ prior to that memo- 
rable display, of Romish Forbearance and 
Loyalty, when so many brave Protestants 
fell, fighting for their King and their Con- 
stitution^ . agaiost > that mixed Gaelic and 

Traitorous 



TraitorbiM Fm, wktch assumed for tts ehnigtt 
the arifally devisfedi but seditious emblem— < 
^* The f larp and the Gross ;'' too expressive 
of the momentaiy delusion which so fatally 

imposed upon '^ Catholic Ireland/' The 

fidlacjy therefore, of such questions is best 
exposed by a reference to etents* The fact 
IS, although the laws in question did originate 
in those events, yet they are not of that 
description which terminate' with the precise 
occurrence which gave birth to them; they 
are interwoven with the vitals of the Con- 
stitution, and constitute the basis upon which 
it stands. Embodied, as they now are, in the 
national code, they serve not so much as 
barriers against a recurrence of those indivi- 
dual events (some of which cannot recur), but 
;9gainst that inherent spirit of never eeasing 
spiritual ambiticHi, which was the cause of 
'.those events; and of which they form a 
melanchdy and accumulating proof : and as 
long as that evil spirit exists in this Empire, the 
safety of the Protestant Constitution demands, 
that it should remain bound in those chains 
M'ith which the Sufferings of oar Ancestors 
compelled them to secure it. If called upon 
to point out that Form of the ' Constitution 
with which the removal of these restraints is 

incompatible. 



iiicompatible» I fix upoii( 4he period of Iho 
abdiciUioo of the last^ I tro^l, of our PopiiH 
Kings, upon tlie ^ra oC TH£ 9LORIOU8 

Revolution of 16&8 3 since which time^ 

subsequent rebocations of th^se laws^ and 
subsequent applicakioos for fujrther indulgen* 
ces, make it clear, that nothing less, than a 
c<»iiplete reinstatement in their farmer power 
will perfectly satisfy the Catboliqs, Utt)e short 
of which they now so loudly demand, ; 

On thersul^ect of Catholic inclination, theo^ 
I think there cau be little doubt ; but now it 
is said, if they had the power they , ask, it 
would not enable them to el&qt their purpose, 
admitting they, should be so inclined h let us 
next consider this poiat. 

Their power, like their allegiance, would 
be derived partly from foreign and partly 
from domestic sources. Although the Pope 
cannot transfer Crowns with, the same facility 
as formerly, still the thunder of THE VATICAN 
is not recjuced to mere brutum fulmen ; he 
still possesses immense influence as the Head 
of the Catholic Body ; an influence of such 
magnitude, as the Pontifex Mazimus of France 
4id not deem quite compatible with the safety 
of his owti Despotic and Catholic Government 
The claimants themselves tell us, that theirs 
\ • ' . . ■ ^ is 



to {b« cfMd bf ^i^flftfts of tr^ttidi •tfd af 
ttie gpeftler pmtt ^ Europe ; and if to thi^ 
we addy thM it is tiso the present creed 6t 
BoMpftrte^ what ha^ we not to fear from so 
IbrmidaMe a religious associattoii ? To reasori 
floitt the ftMea state of the pnesent Pontiff^ 
whose constancy, at least, I admire, is perfectly 
iffle. What miracles might not such Holy 
Fathers as a Talleyrand or a Sieyes work 
upon the Catholic mind } What a door would 
be opened to revolutionary intrigue ! Should 
their Jesuitical emissaries once insinuate them- 
selres into our senate or into our councils, the 
glorious efforts of our soldiers and sailor^ 
would quickly be paralyzed ; and thus, by 
Y'ff^^hA^^ his Machiavelian arts.ija would gain an easy 

Victory over that Country, whidi, under 
Providence, might safely defy the utmost 
eJEorts of bis arms. 

With respect to the internal danger that 
wouh) arise from introducing Catholics to 
the highest' offices in the State ;-^History, 
as well as modern experience, may con- 
vince us, within how short a period the 
most opposite revolutions may take place; 
Of this truth, the various changes which the 
French Goverrmient has undergone will evei^ 
be a memorable proof; we sboidd recoHect 

with 






whatfaciliiy th i h nation wad com verted 
from Protestantism to Popery^ and vice versa^ 
in the reigns nearest the Reformation; and ia 
some of these cases^ under circumstances^ 
-ftpparently not ttiore fiivouraMe to a change 
than the present; Although I hate perfect 
confidence in the constitutional honour of 
that enlightened Prince who repreikents our 
ever to be Venerated Sovereign, it id Very 
possible that a Prince may arise^ whoj from 
foreign travels^ Catholic connexions; or a 
peculiarity (^ character, may .imbibe princi- 
ples more allied to those of Jaihes the Second 
than those of George the Third ; and if to the 
power of a Prince so dispoised i&hould b^ 
added thd eloquence an4 address of some 
future Catholic Pitt or Fox, it would be far 
from impossible to accomplish the liberticidal 
work. But supposing the Sovereign to be 
conscientiously attached to those principles 
by which the present Illustrious Family hold 
the Crown> what his embarrassment must be, 
when surrounded by a Catholic Parliament^ 
Catholic Advisers, and Catholic Power, acting 
tinder the Royal Sanction, recent experience 
of a tendency to this system has clearly 
shewn ; it is a system calculated to produce 
any thing rather than political union ; it is as 

C deformed 



ifikmiifA IB: tbepry 99 k -would prove ruiootu 
ip pfactice;, and aJlbougb soeli » tielerff* 
g^iteous mixture ^ authority has bee& $q 
pereoaptorily denfufMkd^ as a oMtter of Bight, 
ost,e^ibty hy otK!<fouifth oi ihe conoMftUttity ; 
ttjiQfk Ui«if own principle* they should reeol* 
hct-t that three-£Mird)s of the coMnmufiity Ittcdi 
upon it, in every sense^ as # matter of Wrea^ 
I& this gross exaggeration of the ttantber of 
the .discontented be intended mereljyr to m*ke 
.«oi a strong case, it ntay ba poased over as 
4n. egcmibh ipoUlwcal maB«iuiirrft; b«t if the 
jUlegatioi^ thst tbe Gathoiio criscdl '». the cieed 
of one-fourth -of th« United Kingdon^ andafeo 
of the greater {Art of Europe, be: iiMended. as 
9^ menaae^ thai it i« bigb tinur f«»i) the rebBM»> 
ing three-fojirlbsjto (ahe care o£ themsehrea 

Sueh. being;: tlte posaibility- of tben> Mquirtng 
MtiSeient. power,; from, iiorergn. as welt as 
dowestic soupcesfc to Reinatate- febeiaaelves in 
tttaft spiritual supremacy, wl»icl>muflt ev«r«fc 
,near the heart of every tme son of t^ Cliurch 
.of Komes inoSbof those. disUogtmhed. charac- 
ters who hJtoire inteariestBd tbenaselves. in their 
c^use> wisely and justly iibsist upon some 
adequate security ag^mst tlje. poasibiei: nay 
the too probable abuse of such power. Bat 
which itrf them: haTO heeni able to devise sucli 
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security } All thetr luoobrttions have been 
iiitiierto productive of notfaiog more thaa 
the inefficient and miserable expedient of A 
V£TO; an expedient which has been pro* 
nouiiced nugatory by the Catholics, and 
rejected with 8oorn« A Veto, however neces^ 
sary in some cases, is an invidious prerogatives, 
and io practice can only apply to extreme 
emergencies; it would indeed exclude a 
traitor or a rebel from the Romish Bench, 
but so would the law of the land ; but it 
could not conveniently operate on a vast 
number of others, who might be greatly dis- 
affect^ to the pi^eseht order of things. It 
does not go to tlie root of the eVil, nor affect 
that reserve of allegiance, against which these 
precautionary lawi were wisely intended to 
provide; It is merely the shadow of ^ seen* 
rity, and more like a plausible device of some 
unfortunate statesman for surrendering a 
cause he was unable to defend* But even 
thi^ poor ooncefesion the' Catholics have 
refused ; and, forgetful of that partial allegi* 
ance wliioh they pay, they demand their full 
proportion of that cbnstitutipn, which ^11 
all^ianoe alone can ever entitle them to 
enjoy, 'f Wete their separation founded ofdy 
•* upoji difference of opinion in religion^ and 
* «* their principles did not also extend to a 
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*< subverston of the civil government/' there 
would be but one opinion respecting the 
privileges they should enjoy 5 ** but while 
^* they acknowledge a foreign power, superior 
f' to the sovereignty of the kingdom (in points 
^* of essential consequence to a Protestant 
^^ Constitution), they cannot complain, if the 
^' laws of that kingdom will not treat them on 
the footing of those subjects v^hpse allegiance 
is complete*'' 
That all classes, sects, and persuasions of 
my fellow-subjects should partake of every 
species of liberty consistent with the safety of 
that Constitution which protects us all, is my 
ardent wish ! A summary of tlioie reasons^ 
which, after much impartial consideration 
and diligent research, baye convinced me 
that the concession of the Catholic Claims 
would be subversive of that Constitution, I 
now submit to the indulgent consideration of 
such of Iny countrymen who have not attended 
much to this niost important discussion ; for 
such only I presume to address. Should tliis 
imperfect attempt give them a clearer view of 
its merits, or point out to them more distinctly 
its different bearings on the British Constitu- 
tion, and thus enable them to form a satis« 
factory opinion of their own, my object will 
: V be 
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be attained. However that opinion may 
differ from my own, I am confident it will be 
an honest one ; and I do trust> that should 
it become nece&sary to declare that opinion in 
their constituent capacity, they will resolve 
to do it in that dignified and independent lan- 
guage which becomes Freentien and Ancient 
Britons. 

I shall now take leave of them in the words 
of an elegant writer^ and a distinguished 
advocate of Constitutional Liberty:-— ''If an 
'' honesty and, I may truly affirm, a laborious 
'* zeal for the public service, has given me 
any weight in your esteemy let me exhort 
and conjure you, never to suffer an invasioa 
of your political constitution, however mi- 
nute the instance may appear, to pass by, 
*• without a idetermined, persevering resist- 
*^ ance 5 for^ be assured, that the laws which 
** protect us in our civil (and religious) rights 
^' grow out of the Constitution, and that they 
f' must fall or flourish with it«" 

« Junius. 
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